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| Tuere are some customs which, like good wine,

( become excellent by age, and among these we may

| | reckon the good olq fashion of saying something

| introductory by way of address, preface, or prologue,
| to periodical, pamphlet, or play.

i f One of the wise men of Greece, whom we scorn

{ to quote in the original,flest we should be deemed

 learned overmuch, says, in phrase as pithy as correct,

“know your Opportunity.” The Editor flatters
' himself he has chosen his aright for a how in pre-
. senting a new sporting paper, combining cheapness
and quality.

Field sports are now better understood, more fol-
lowed, and the taste for them more general than at
| any other perio:li. Coursin‘g}“ayg M'furf; in parti--
L | cular, have received a 1
every rank and
has several
may enume
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A FEW BIRTHDAY VERSES ON No. I

THis is our birth-day ! and, kind friends, you see,
We sport, to suit the day, a new-made coat ;
Could we do less to meet such company,
And keep “ Tom Spring’s” zood character afloat ?
And, gentle reader, you shall find, that we
.-4ave not put all our venture in one boat 3
First numbers * talk” great things, and show but few,
dave patience, give us seope, and see what we will do,
We've seen some “ Life in London” in our day,
(Pocket and prudence whisper “ p’liraps too much )
And we will here, by past experience, nay,
Show those its fun who as yet * know no toueh”
Of all its larks, its s rees, and jokes, and waggeries ;
I'ts funniments, its ¢ 1eats, its flams and gaggeries,
The “ Fancy,” too, (the very name is good,
For wit and sense with * faney’” are united ;)
The milksop whine of canters hath withstood,
And the good boat of English pluck hath righted—
Old England’s game and spirit ne’er shall sink,
hile we can wield a pen, and spread its fame in ink.
Nor will we leave untouch’d the noble deeds
Of every valley where the horn is heard,
“ Set in a note-book,” riders and crack steeds, iy
And they who * whoop a,l,ml;e,,’ ’or ¢ bag éloal;d-
i ibe to * quoit’’ their sayings
At gt SRR IEH SO0 S0 v,
Give you rare i glmes,
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And giving fun and wit one weekly fillip more,

Health, then, to all, who cheer us on our way ;
- May each, as years roll on, more happy be ;
‘And never may one hearty reader say, .
We've “missed our cast,” or * parted company :"
We, encouraged by successes past

e each new number stronger than the, last,
ou

3 Some twelvemonths hence, g4 1 -
find we’re not like Shakspere’s wit‘;(;x::;?brtwo,
‘ 1d out to men’g eyes a charmj i o'
ch straigh no s SYES ming view,
Which o s Passed off in smoke and fiy
 You've kﬂ@: right el unto your teyy
T Well stick to yoy the nex 1»
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SATURD A Y, OCTOBER 28, 1844,
———— ———
THE EDITOR TO HIS READERS.
““Give you 800d den, fai 3

1 re courteous compan ¥
YR 4 . . »
We'll have g w ord witl, ye."—BEAUMONT AND FrLeTcHER.

Tuere are some customs which, like good wine,

become excellent by age, and among these we may

-reckon the good olq fashion of saying something

introductory by way of address, preface, or prologue,
to periodical, Pamphlet, or play.
One of the wise men of Greece, whom we scorn
1o quote in the original,tlest we should be deemed
leamed.ﬂvermuch, says, in phrase as pithy as correct,
“Know your Opportunity.” The Editor flatters
himself he has chosen his aright for a how in pre-

senting a new sporting paper, combining cheapness
and quality. -
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METHODOILOGICAL FOCUS - FROM

THE WORK OF URIEL HEYD
AT,

Focus on ‘neglected” minutiae of papers — index,
manifesto.

Plus wider cultural impact — on auction registers
(collections) and in theatrical productions.

All intended to address the cultural history of the
press in C18th — ‘reading practices, readers’
responses and the ever-changing experience of
consumers’. (Heyd, 2012, pp.3-4)

‘Heydian paradigm’ — systematic, comparative
methodology applied to a series of newspaper
‘manifestos’ (over 100, British and American).

For my PhD project, distant reading of opening
editorials was applied to a collection of C19th

papers.

‘Evidence was deemed
sufficiently sound and
representative only within
the framework of the larger
discourse and in the

context of other sources.’
El (Heyd, 2012, p. 26)

Reading n
Jrress and ;m.".'ir i

Britain m

VOLTAIRE FTOUNDATION
UNINVERSITEY OF OXFORD
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tons in “’l‘|\\;”\
etrospective.
. Thus they Were
’ ”‘jvhat had actuyy),
| clearer picture (¢
elf-promotion,
plaining editoyi,
| TEporting), soy,.
ntic and accury

1 the paper). Ti.
the sub-genre: ‘),
»'Of their Plan ang

1S seized the whole
ittle Time allotteq
«and the Author of
ace’, the paper still
odical publication:
he Book complete in
be found in it, yet
dually in successive
as the Author shall

tos was so estab-
s third issue in 1751
demand for our
. and to Postpone
g to defer’.” News-
tood the pitfalls
World (1787) sct
gm'ng into Office,
ioht believe, and
MINISTERS,

o prosecute’, while -

L. The role of the fress 33

'm('ln(l(-(l in the Lelegrapl's introduction, which acknowledged that ‘the

formality of introduction’ is ‘a cus ¥ Tk . 5

For /\Zln(-ri(".m 11(-\«/:]‘:;’\']')0‘:5 ';lis‘\ls‘::)‘)‘l‘\ ‘!‘;r(:‘l:}::s 1‘1(\,:‘:1; :_)_c"“.“""lah“'“'h'ed."f

& : as ain, manifestos were practic-
ally a mandatory part of carly issues.” Sometimes a handbill advertise-
ment preceded the first issue, aimed at creating a ‘buzz’ and b(ms(';ng
subscriptions.'” By 1745 newspapers, as well as their manifestos, were
well known to the American reading public. So the Maryland 'gazetle
declared that: “The Advantage of a News-Paper, whereby whatsoever is
useful and entertaining, at home or abroad, is communicated to the
Public, being so universally known, renders it unnecessary to recom-
mend a Thing of the Kind; however, since it might be look’d upon as
unfashionable to usher one into the World, without a Word or two by
way of Introduction’.!!

The claims made in these manifestos were suspect, as several news-
papers noted. The well-written, if short, introduction to the Political
intelligencer (New Brunswick) proclaimed in 1783: “Too much puffing is
frequent, [and] on this occasion, made use by the publishers’.'? And to
counter ineffectual ‘puffing’, the Bostonian John Gill wrote a manifesto
for the Continental journal in 1776, noting that he had decided to ‘omit all

pompous representations and' promises, reflecting his intended publi-
cations’.'?

By the end of the eighteenth century, a thriving newspaper world was
reflected in this source - a world which saw itself as an essential.
component of the political system, a protector of liberties, and a

disseminator of information for the advancement of both citizens and
country. A confident republican language, highlighting a ‘rhetoric of
diffusion’, was manifest.'* All these roles made the newspaper press, at

least in its own eyes, a political, social and cultural unifying agent,
especially in America..

8. -Telegraph, 30 Dec. 1794 [1794-1797): see Stanley Morison, The English newspaper
(Cambridge, 1932), p.198. ) ! !
9. Out of more than one hundred newspaper manifes;o_sﬂgiqu s'nsty are discussed in
“detail in this chapter. When place of publicatio nclear it is noted in the first foomote
W‘r’?&'&éé of pyl—)liggtio_ri{pased on the Library of Congress information, are also given. :
Name changes are not noted, and in many cases ;()iub\igauo(;} was Eot Z(;n,tmuous. Whena
ublication moved to another town it was considered as discontinued. - P
10. E)\ slightly different approach was taken by the Connectiout w.umm, which pnmedt:n .:;sge
numbered 00 because it is ‘a Specimen of which the Publick are now prefen :
' Conmesticut courant, 29 Oct. 17164 [Hartford, CT, 1764-1914].
11. Maryland gazette, 17 Jan. 1745 [Annapolis, MD, ?727-18(;(!)7 g‘&]_wgs]. y
19. Political intelligencer, 14 Oct. 1783 [New Brunswick, 1\'171;5 180;) & g
18. Continental journal, 30 May 1776 [New Haven, CT, 1175 5 e
L Tty 125 N
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Research rationale:

To ascertain if short-lived C19th newspapers had “generic’
aims/objectives, comparable with periodicals that had a longer life in
print?

Does the sub-genre of the introductory address develop over the
~ century?

ey

" Do the introductory addresses offer clues that might suggest that =
brevity was not necessarily evidence of failure?

To start with, let’s apply Heyd’s method to a VERY well-known, long-
running newspaper...




Opening editorial printed
(unusually) on the front
page...and again inside.

Nums. 1.]

[Price Two-pence Halfpenny.

m SIXTH NIGHT.
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¢
BARLE VIN JUNIOR;
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e,

‘vered to the fublcribers.
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“The fud Compuandi to b Ipolm “wih every Moriag
2y ‘Cofie-pouls, néar he Culomn hostc ) at Will s

h sein Corsil 3 31 in Exchange Hours in the
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Daily Papers now
in exifteace 5 ‘xurulsaemm'm leafe che
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inviting the public to attend them at tex or fsveive
4 do not appear, on account of a fate pub=
lication il fome hous afer,—From the fime
ree flows another inconvenience ; it is
times found neeelary to Je,r‘«me;,-kmheyhxve
been advertifed fora particular day ; but the no=
tice of puing them off no: appearing nrlg
enough, on account of the late hour at whic
the papers Containing it are publifbed, numbers
of people, affing under the lmpmﬂ'm of fommer
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M
SHORT ~HAND, on the llﬂﬂ and moﬂ ap-
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uhﬁ:mdm-mhwmg

ictory of Fanny Belton, -.,,,

{prings that fet in motion the great machine of
government ia every flate and_empire in.the
world. ‘There is one paper which in no degree
{aterferes with the porhuis of it

Guiverl Regfr 1o guard sgaind thefe gy
R depriving it readers of
the pleafure priwaeal s T el
—l(l!l cended, then, that the debates fhall be
vegularly reported in it ; but on the otber hand,
ks the publicarion ¢ be delayed o the
rejadice ofpeopl In trade, the fpeeches will 20t
cfiven ons bige fle ol bt
faichfully pﬂft!vtd but all the uninterefling
parts will be omitted. T fhall thus be ensbled to
publiflthis paper at an early boar ; and ] propofe
t bing i ol rgulry exey oo+ e
Oclocks, The Ustvefal Regiler wil the
have this 2dnml;e over the Dail 9“9‘?&/”)
that, though publifhed as esly, it will contain 2
Tobfhanial 3o ofdhe o o P
ment the preced which ivneve o be
found in ‘that pagery wich the
oxber moraing pacers it wil be found 0 bave
the meri of containing in fubllance, what they
give inloog deil (ukich men i buoes cane
Bot well {pace time to read) nd, wevenbeley
of being publifled much fooner. Thele ci
fancen & 1 hopedy will goe the. D
Reifer 3 leal an equd cuim t pobic favoue

itlooks upon parliamentary debates as facred myf-
tere, tac aanct b ubmied- 10 valgar s
without profanation ; political invefigations ,
appechends tbe linle < o of treafon, and thece-

1-,. ly sbfaias from them§ it deas almot
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2 vety wleful, It is by no means an mlnnmmg
paper. Thus it would feem that everyNews-Paper
publifbed in London is calculaced for a particu-
Iar fet of readens only ; fo that if each fet were
o chlnge its favourite publication for another,
the commuuation would produce difguft, and dif-
fatisfation to all ; the go!:unxn would then find
nothing o amufe him but long accounts of perty
fquabbles aboyt trifles h'l Parliameot, or
ticson the men 2nd meafures that b’ mos Gk | 2
ed; or libels on thofe whum he moft rovered.
The pecfon to whom parlismentary debates afford
unfpeakable delight, would find. himfelf bored
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different courts in Europe might prohn
u, adopt; or difgufled with whole pages of ad.
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the plein fh  who wanted fo fod cone
| venient houfe for his buﬁmﬁ, and the fervant
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15 1o lef the interel of the proprietors

News-Papers, than of the public, that every ea-
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u, that, for the convenience of advertifi ing GM-
dents, their (zvoun fhall, to @ certainty, be
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time.  For the friZ obfervance of this rule, the
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2 referve, under colour of which, T may, wheni=
mr I think fit, be. releafed. from enj
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from accidens that fometimes happen i the
meng bulinefs, and from which, the moft care-
ful man caonot, at all times, be fecare, But fo
far from withing 1o fhrink from my "y eogagemeats,
Lintend, whenever the length of the Gazetrey
Pastiamentacy Debates, &c, fhall render it i
ble for me to inferr, all the advertifement
promiled for che day, in e fheet, to print ot o o
ditional half fheet, and publifh it wich the ordi-
nary pager without any additional charge to my
r3.—From the difficulty that people ex-
pena.a in procuring e Infrtiun of ek siven
tifements even in the Daily Advertifer 5
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To the Public.

IO bring outa New Paper at the prefent day;
When To many others are alreidy cflablihod
and confirmed in the public opinion, is certainly
2n arduous undertaking ; and no one can be more
fully aware of its difficulties than Iam : I, never-
thelefs, entertain very fanguine hopes, that the
nature of the plan on which this paper will be
condndled, will enfure it a moderate fnare at leaft
of public favour: but my pretenfions to encou-
ragement, however firong they may appear in my
wn eyes, mult be tried before a tribunal nor li-
ableto be blinded by felf-opinion : ta thac tribunal
1thall now, as I am bound to do, fubmitthefe pre-
tenfions with deference, and the public will judge
whether they are well or ill founded.
It is very far from my intention to detraét from
the acknowledged merit of the Daily Papers now
in exiftence 3 it is fufficient that they pleafe the

Parlizment has been engaged in the difcuffion of
an important queftion till afer midnight, the
papers in which the fpeeches of the Members are
reported at large, cannot be publifed before
noon ; nay, they fometimes are not cven fent to
prefs fo foon ; confequently parties interefled in
fales are effentially injured, 2s the advertifements,
inviting the public to attend them at tex or savelve
o’clock, do not appear, on account of a late pub~
lication, till fome hours after.—From the fame
fource flows 2nother inconvenience ; it is fome=
times found neceffary to defer fales,after.they have
been advertifed fora particular day ; but the no=
tice of putting them off mo: appearing early
enough, on account of the late hour at which
the papers containing it are publifted, numbers
of people, afting under the impreflion of former
advertifements, arc unneceffarily puc to the trou-

ble of allcndir‘};.—h will be the obje@ of the

clafs of readers whofe approbation their ¢
are ambitious to deferve; neverthelefs it is certain
fome of the beft, fome of the moft refpe&able, and
fome of the moft ufeful members of the commue
nity, have frequently complained (and the caufes
of their complaints {till exit) that by radical de-
fets in the plans of the prefent effabiifhed papers,
they were deprived of many advantages, which
ought naturally to refult from daily publications.
Of thefe fome ‘build their fame on ‘the lengthand
accuracy of parliamentary reports, which unques-
tionably are given with great ability, and with
a laudable zcal to pleafe thofe, who can fpare
time to read ten or twelve columns of debates,
Others are principally attentive to the politics of
the day, and make it their ftudy to give fatisface
tion to the numerous clafs of politicians, who,
blefled with eafy circumftances, have nothing
better to do, than to amufe themfelves with watch.
ing the motions of minifters boch ac home and
abroad ; and endeavouring to find out the feeret
fprings that fet in motion the great machine of
government in every flate and empire in.the
world. There is onec paper which in no degree
interferes with the purfuits of its cotemporaries ;
it looks upon parliamentary debates as facred myf-
teries, that cannot be fubmitted to vulgar eyes
without fon ; political inveltigations .it
apprehends o be little thort of treafon, and there-
fore Zoyally abftains from them ; it deals almoft
folely in advertifements ; and confequently,though
a very ufeful, it is by no means an entertaining
paper. Thus it would feem that everyNews-Paper
publifhed in London is calculated for 2 particu-
ar fet of readers only ; fo that if each fet were

Univer/al Regifler to guard againft thefe great
i iences, without depriving its readers of
the pleafure oflearning what paffes in Parliament,
=1t is intended, then, that the debates fhall be
regularly reportedin it ; but on the other hand,
that the publication may not be delayed to the
prejudice of people in trade, the fpeeches will aot
be given on a large feale ; the fubffance fhall be
faithfully preferved; but all the uninterefling
parts will be omitred.” I fhall thus be enabled to
publifh this paper at an early hour ; and I propofe
to bring it out regulariy every morning at fix
*clock.. The Univerfal Regiffer will therefore
have this advantage over the Daily Adverkifers
that, though publifhed as early, it will contzin =
fubftantial account of the proceedings in Parlia-
ment the preceding night, which is never to be
found in that paper; and_compared with the
other morning papers it will be found to have
the merit of containing in fubflance, what they
give in long detail (which men in bufinefs can-
nor weli fpare time to read) and, neverthelefs,
of being publifhied much fooner. Thefe circum=
flances, ic is hoped, will give the Univerfal
Regiffer ac leaft an egual claim to public favour
with the parliamentary papers, and the rrading part
of the metropolis, it is prefumed, will find it their
advantage to give it the preference.

An effential part of the plan of this new paper
js, that, for the convenience of advertifing cor-
re(pondents, their favours fhall, f a certainty, be
inferted on the very day that they hall direct;
provided they deliver them at the office in due
time, For the /i obfervance of this rule, the
credit of the paper_fhall fland pledged ;" and its
P fions to public _will be re-

to change its urite p for another,
the commutation would produce difguft, and dif-
fatisfaction to all ; the politician would then find
nothing to amufe him but long accounts of petty
fquabbles about trifles in Parliameat,.or panegy-
rics on the men and meafures thar ke moft dia<
ed; or libels on thofe whom he moft revered.
The perfon to whom parlismentary debates afford
unfpeakable delight,” would find. himfelf bored
‘with political fpeculations about the' meafures
that the different courts in Europe might proba-
bly adopt ; or difgufted with whole pages of ad.
vertifements, in which hefelt no concern ;—whil(t
the plain fhopkeeper who wanted to find a cone
. venient houfe for his bufinefs, and the fervant
who purchafed his_paper in hopes of feeing in it
an advertifement direfting where he might find
a place to fuit him, would have their labour for

their pains, in perufing pub filled with

d, if chis fund I principle in its in=
flitution (hall ever be violated, except in cafes of
abfolute neceflity, which human prudence can-
not prevent.—And here I beg it may be under-
ftood that I do not make ufe of_the word necefity
as a referve, under colour of which, I may, when-
ever I think fit, be.releafed. from my engage-
ments ; 1 mean by thae word = necefity arifing
from accidents that fometimes happen in the
printing bufinefs, and from which, the moft care—
ful man cannor, at all_times, be fecare. But fo
far from wifhing to fhrink from my engagements,
1intend, whenever the length of the Gazerce,
Parliamentary Debates, &c. {hail render it im-

 poffible for me to inferc.all the advertifements

promifed for the day, in one fheer, to print an ad
onal half fheer, and publifh it wich the ordi-
nary paper without any additional charge to my

fenatorial debates, or political effaysand remarks,
which would dirc& them to nothing lefs than the
houfe or placc they wanted.—A News-Paper,
conduéted on the true and natural principles of
fuch a publication, ought to be the Regifter of
the zimes, and faithful recorder of every fpecies
of intelligence { it ought not fo be engrofied by
any particular objedt; but, like a well covered
table, ic fhould contain fomcthing fuited o
every palate ¢ obfervations on the difpofitions of
our own and of forcign courts fhould be provid-
ed for the political reader 3 debates fhould be re-
ported for the amufement or information of thofe
who may be particularly fond of them: and
a due attention fhould be paid tothe interefts of
trade, which are fo greatly promoted by adver-
tifements.—A. paper that fhould blend all thefe
advantages, and by fteering clear of extremes, hit
the happy medium, kas long been expeéed by the
public.—Such, it is intended, fhall be the UNI-
VERSAL REGISTER, the great objeéls of
which will be to facilitate the commercial inter-
courfe berween the different parts of the commu-
nity, through the channel of Adversifements; to
record the,_principal occurrences of the times 3
and to abridge the account of debates during the
fitting of Parliament.

Itis no lefs the interelt of the proprietors of
News-Papers, than of the public, that every en-
couragement fhould be given toadvertifing corref-
pondents ; yet this private intereft of the proprie-
tors is frequently facrificed to the rage for patlia-
mentary debates, to the great injury of trade ; for
the extreme length of thefe debates fo greatly re-
tards the publication of theNew. Papers which are
noted for detailed accounts of them, that the
advantages arifing from this fpecies of intelli-
gence, though highly accepuable in itfelf, are

requently bal d by the i i
occafioned to people in bufinefs by the delay.
Thefe inconveniences are great and many; it
generally happens, - that when either Honfe of

—From the that people ex-
perience in procuring the infertion of their adver-
tifements even in the Daily Advertifer 5 and par-
ticularly from the impoffibility of obtaining an
early infertion at fome periods of the year, it may
be prefumed that this regulation will greatly re-
commend the UNIVERSAL REGISTER to
public netice, and procure it fupport..

‘Thefe, though in my opinion good, are not
the ony grounds on which I build my hopes of
fuccefs. I flatter myfelf, I have fome claim to
public encouragement, on account of a great im-
provement which I have made in the art of print-
ing. The inconveniences attending the old and
tedious mode of compofing, with letcers takea up
Jfinghy, ficlt fuggefled the idea of devifing fomc
‘more expeditious method, The cementing of fe-
veral lettérs together, fo as that the type of 2
whole avord might be taken up in as fhore a time
a3 thac of a fingle letter, was the refule of much
refletion on that fubjedt. But the bare idea of
cementing was merely the opening, not the 2c-

5 t o

or of the impr

The fount confifling of types of words, and not
ofletters, was to be fo arranged, 2s thata com~
pofitor fhould be able to find the former with 2s
much facility as he can the latter. This was 2
work of i i di d

it however, and was forrunate enough, after an

infinite number of experiments, and - great la-
bour, to bring itto a happy conclufion. The
whole Englifli language is now methodically and
fyftematically arranged at my fount: fo that
printing can now be periormed with greater dif=
patch, and atlefsexpence, than according tothe
mode hitherto in ufe, .

Inbringing this work to gerf:ﬂicn, I had not
my own advantage folely in views; I wifhed to
be ufeful to the community ; and it is with plea-
furel fee thatthe public will derive confiderable
benefit from my induftry ; for 1 have refoived to
fell the REGISTER One Aalfpenny UNDER the
pricepaid for feven out of eight of the morning

A reminder of the generic parameters identified
Heyd:

A comment on the state of the press

A statement of editorial policy and aims

An undertaking regarding quality of content
Some practical information for advertisers

n

- An

‘the style of the
apology for publishing a new paper became an
opportunity for differentiation” (Heyd, 2012, p. 83)
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To the Public.

TO bring out a New Paper at the prefent day;
when fo many others are already cftablithed
and confirmed in the public opinion,

is certainly

fully aware of its difficulties than I am;

nature of the plan on which this paper wiil be
conduéted, will enfure it a2 moderate fnare at leaft
of public favour; but my pretenfions to encou-
ragement, however firong they may appear in my
own eyes, muft be tried before a tribunal not lis
able to be blinded by /elf-opinion : to that tribunal
1 thall now, as I amhound to do, fubmitthefe pre-}j

tenfions with deference, and the public will judge
whether they are well or ill founded.

It is very far from my intention to detraét from
the acknowledged merit of the Daily Papers now
in exiftence ; 1t is {ufficient that they pleafe the
clafs of readers whofe approbation their conduétors
are ambitious to deferve; neverthelefs it is certain
fome of the beft, fome of the moft refpeftable, and
fome of the moft ufeful members of the commue.

nity, have frequently complained {and the caufes

Parliament has been engaftd in the difcuffion of
an important queftion till after midnight, the
papers in which the {peeches of the Members are
reported at large, cannot be publithed before
noon ; nay, they fometimes are net cven fent to

an arduous undertaking ; and no one can be more prels {o foon ; confequently parties interefled in
I, never-/| Jales are effentially injured, as the advertifements,
thelefs, entertain very fanguine hopes, that the } inviting the public to attend them at te or fevelve

o’clock, do not appear, on account of a late pub-
lication, til! fome hours after~From the fame
fource flows another inconvenience ; it is fome-
times found neceffary to defer falesyafter they have
been advertifed fora particular day ; but the no=
tice of putting them off nor appearing early
enough, on account of the late ﬁour at which
the papers containing it are publifhed, numbers
of pcoPle, atting under the impreflion of former
advertifements, arc unneceffarily put to the trou-
ble of attending.—~It will bc the object of the
Univerfal Regifier to guard againft thefe great
tnconveniences, without depriving its readers of
the pleafure oflearning what paffes in Parliament,
=1t is intended, then, that the debates fhall be
regularly reported in it ; but on the other hand,
that the publication may not be delayed to the




conons witn geicrence, apd the publtc will )udge
wnetne are W y minaed
It is very far from my intention to detraét from
the acknowledged merit of the Daily Papers now
in exiflence ; 1t is fufficient that they pleafe the
clafs of readers whofe approbation their condutors
are ambitious todeferve; neverthelefs it is certain
fome of the beft, fome of the moft refpeftable, and
fome of the moft ufeful members olptehe commue
nity, have freqqeml&lcomyhined {and the caufes
of their complaints {till exift) that by radical de-
feéts in the plans of the prefeat eftabiifhed papers,
they were deprived of many advantages, which
ought naturally to refule from daily publications
Ot thefe fome build their fame on the lengthand
accuracy of parliamentary reports, which unquel
tionably are given with great dbility, and with
a laudable zeal to pleafe thofe, who can fpare
time to read ten or twelve columns of debates.
Others are principally attentive to the politics of
the day, and make it their ftudy to give fatisfac.
-tion to the numerous clafs of politicians, who,
blefled with eafy circumftances, have nothing
better to do, than to amufe themfeives with watch-
ing the motions of minifters both at home 2nd
abroad ; and endeavouring to find out the fecret
fprings that fet in motion the great machine of
government in every flate an§ empire in the

world. There is one paper which in no degree
lnterfaﬂ'i W;Ph ihﬁ mianlnneda -l Dol ittt S
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of people, atting under the impreflion of former
advertifements, arc unneceffanly put to the trou-
ble of attending,—It will bc the objeét of the
Univerfal Regifier to guard againft thefe great
inconveniences, without depriving its readers of
the pleafure oflearning what pafles in Parliament,
—1t is intended, then, that the debates fhall be
regularly reported in it ; but on the other hand,
that the publication may not be delayed to the
prejudice of people in trade, the fpeeches will not
be given on a large feale; the fudfiance fhall be
faithfully preferved ; but all the uninterefling
parts will be omitted. I fhall thus be enabled to
publifhithis paper at an early hour ; and I propofe
to bring it out regularly ‘every morning ar fix
o'clocke The Univerful Regiffer will therefore
have this advantage over the Daily Advertifer,
that, though publifhed as edrly, it will contzin 2
fubftantial account of the proceedings in Parlia-
ment the preceding night, which is never to be
found in that paper; and compared with the
other morning papers it will be found to have
the ment of containing in fubftance, what they
give in long detail (which men in bufinefs can-
not weli fpare time to read) and, neverthelefs,
of being publifhed much fooner. Thefe circum-
flances, it is hoped, will give the Univerfal
Regifier ar leaft an equal claim to public favour
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wi WOuld QIrect them 1o not ‘ng ‘st : ¢
toufe or place they wanted,~A News-Paper,
nducted on the true and natural principles of
ch a publication, ought to be the Regifter of
2 times, and faithful recerder of every fpecies
% intelligence § it ought not to be engrofled by
{ any particular objeét; but, like a well covered
able, it fhould contain fomething fuited 1o
ery palate ¢ obfervations on the difpofitions of
our own and of forcign counts fhould be provid-
ed for the political reader ; debates fhiould be re-
ported for the amufement or information of thofe
who may be particularly fond of them: and
a dueattention thould be paid tothe interefts of
trade, which are fo greatly promoted by adver-
tifements.~A paper that fhould blend all thefe
advantages, and by fteering clear of extremes, hit
the happy medium, has long been expe&ed by the
public.—Such, it is intended, fhall be the UNI-
VERSAL REGISTER, the great objeéts of

Editorial
policies &

W
|

courfe berween the different fam of the commu.
nity, through the channel of Adversifements; to
record the principal occurrences of the times;
and to abridge the account of debates during th
hiting of Parliament.

Itis no lefs the interelt of the proprietors of
News-Papers, than of the public, that every en.

couvraorment ﬂ’\ﬂ“ld bﬁ C;\!M Sl aoatile o o e

which will be to facilitate the commercial inters-

penencein procuning the infertion of their adver-
tifements even in the Daily Advertifer 5 and par-
ticularly from the impoffibility of obtaining 2n
early infertion at fome periods of the year, it may
be prefumed that this regulation will greatly re-
commend the UNIVEI%SAL REGISTER ¢to
public notice, and procure it fupport.

Thefe, though in my opinion good, are not
the only grounds on which I build my hopes of
fuccefs, I flatter myfelf, I have fome claim to
public encouragement, on account of a great im-
provement which I have made in the art of print-
ing. The inconveniences attending the old and
tedious mode of compofing with letcers taken up
finghy, fielt fuggefled the idea of deviling fome
more expeditious method. The cementing of fe-
veral lettérs together, fo as that the type of 2
whole avord might be taken up in as fhort a time
a3 thac of a finple letter, was the refult of much
refletion on that fubjedt, But the bare idea of
cementing was merely the opening, not the ac-
complithment or perfection of the improvement.
The fount confifting of types of words, and not

of letters, was to be fo arranged, as thata come
pofitor fhould be able to find the former with a¢
much facility as he can the latter. This was 2
work of inconceivable difficulty. I undertook
it however, and was fortunate enough, after an
infinite number of experiments, and - great la-
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Univerfal Regi
thconveniences,
the f
1t is intended, then, that the debates fhall
regularly reported in it ; but on the other hand,
that the publication may not be delayed to the
prejudice of people in trade, the fpeeches will not
be given on a large feale; the fudfance fhall bé
faithfully preferved ; but all the uninterefling
parts will be omitted. I fhall thus be enabled to
publiffi this paper at an early hour ; and I propofe
to bring 1t out regularly every morning ar fix
F o’clocke The Unmiwerfal Regiffer will therefore

have this advantage over the Daily Advertifer
that, though publithed as edrly, it will contzin 2
{ubftantial account of the proceedings in Parlia-
ment the preceding night, which is never to be
found in that paper; and compared with the
other morning papers it will be found to have

10 ACKA0WICOgEQ ETIL 01 the Lauy Iapers now
in exiflence ; 1t is {ufficient that they pleafe the
clafs of readers whofe approbation their condutors
are ambitious todeferve; neverthelefs it is certain
fome of the beft, fome of the moft refpeftable, and
fome of the moft ufeful members of the commu.
nity, have frcqueml?l'lcom?lained {and the caufes
of their complaints itill exift) that by radical de-
fets in the plans of the prefeat eftabiifhed papers,
they were deprived of many advantages, which
oufght naturally to refule from daily publications.
Of thefe fome build their fame on “the length and
accuracy of parliamentary reports, which unquef
tionably are given with great ability, and with
a laudable zeal to pleafe thofe, who can fpare
time to read ten or twelve columns of debaces.
Others are principally attentive to the politics of
the day, and make it their ftudy to give fatisface

‘tion to the numerous clafs of politicians, who,
blefled with eafy circumftances, have nothing
better to do, than to amufe themfeives with watch-

et WA W UIC OUJCLE OF THe
er to guard againft thefe great
without depriving its readers of
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the ment of containing in fubftance, what they
give in long detail (which men in bufinefs can-
not weli {pare time to read) and, neverthelefs,
“" being publifhed much fooner. i

a »
Regifier at leaft an equal claim to public favour
with the parliamentary papers, and the rrading part
of the metropolis, it is prefumed, will find it their
advantage to give it the preference.

ing the motions of minifters both at home and
abroad ; and endeavouring to find out the feeret
fprmgs that fet in motion the great machine of
government in every flate an§ empire in. the
world. There is one paper which in no degree
interferes with the purfuits of its cotemporaries ;
it looks upon parliamentary debates as facred myf-
teries, that cannot be fubmitted to vulear eves
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€A Or LDCIS On thoje whom he moit revered.
The perfon to whom parliamentary debates afford
unfpeakable delight, would find. himfelf bored
‘with political fpeculations about the' meafures
that the different courts in Europe might proba-
bly adopt; or difgufted with whole pages of ad-
vertifements, in which hefelt no concern ;—whil(t
the plain {hc;pkeeper who wanted to finda con.
.venient houfe for his bufinefs, and the fervant
who purchafed his paper in hopes of feeing in it

an advertifement direfting where he might find .

a place to fuit him, would have their labour for
their pains, in perufing publications, filled with
fenarorial debates, or political effays and remarks,
which would dire& them to nothing lefs than the
houfe or placc they wanted,~A News-Paper,
condutled on the true and natural principles of
fuch a publication, ought to be the Regifter of
the zimes, and faithful reccrder of every fpecies
of intelligence § it ought not 1o be engrofled by
any particular objeét; but, like a well covered
table, it fhould contain fomething fuited 1o
every palate ¢ obfervations on the difpofitions of
our own and of forcign courts fhould be pravid-
ed for the political reader ; debates fhould be re-
ported for the amufement or information of thofe
who may be particularly fond of them: and
a due attention fhould be paid tothe interefts of
trade, which are fo greatlv promated by adver.

. poflible for me to infert all the advertifements

ever 1 think ity De.relealed-from my engage-
ments ; I mean by that word a t_:e'celgty anfing
from accidents that fometimes happen in the
printing bulinefs, and from which, the moft care-
ful man cannot, at zll times, be fecure. But fo
far from wifhing to fhrink from my engagements,
I intend, whenever the length of the Gazette,
Parliamentary Debates, &c. fhall render it im-

promifed for the day, in one fheet, to print an ad-
ditional half fheer, and publith it with the ordi-
Nary pape dirional chocan oo
cuftomers.—From the difficulty thar ple ex-
perience in procuring the infertion of their adver-
tifements even in the Daily Advertifer 5 and par-
ticularly from the impoffibility of obtaining 2n
early infertion at fome periods of the year, it may
be prefumed that this regulation will greatly re-
commend the UNIVERSAL REGfSTEE to
public netice, and procure it fupport.

L 0IE Juga 1o my opinion good, are not
the only grounds on which I build my hopes of
fuccefs. 1 flatter myfelf, I have fome claim to
public encouragement, on account of a great im-
provement which I have made in the art of print-
ing. The inconveniences attending the old and
tedious mode of compofing with letters taken up
fingly, fielt fuggefted the idea of deviling fome

mAare py itintie meorhad PR e e Y

A LI [ 2
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for advertisers
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Example of analysis

State Ed. policy &
Start End of political promise of | practical Apology' for Total
Title Cit Date Date p Press stance qualit info intro features

Hammersmith and Brentford
Advertiser

! The City Chronicle : Tea dealers'

journal and commercial advertiser

The Instructor, and Select Weekly
Advertiser

178 The North-West London Times

S —... — |

The Surrey Standard, and Surrey,
Middlesex, Sussex, Kent, Hants &
1[:158 Berks Advertiser

p————
- Westminster Journal and Old
British Spy
.

«yA East London Advertiser

The Dial

The London Mail

g The London Scotsman : A weekly

journal of Anglo - Scottish news

London

London
London
Local

London
Local

London

London
Local

London

CASE STUDY as a
group of commercial
publications. Check
proprietors, printers
etc.

Editors name and
address given. Very
targeted paper, so a
community.

HOLDINGS FROM NO.
70

claims to be first
paper for the county
of Surrey. Pro-Tory
??? No.3368
ESCHEWS ED.

A title of the National
Newspaper League
Company - 'an
attempt hitherto
unexampled in the
history of the Press'.
Aimed at Indian
market.

Aimed at Scots
emigrants to England
& wider Empire.




Applying the Heydian paradigm to the short-lived
newspaper sample

British Library collection of short-lived newspapers for this PhD project comprises 179 titles, spanning
1800-1881 (with one C18th exception)

147 of the papers were analysed for this exercise (some missing on basis of availability)
131 contained an identifiable editorial opening address (89% of those sampled)

- Of the 16 without a ‘manifesto’, some nonetheless had a leading article making comment on political
. issues of the day.

~ The most common feature was the statement of editorial policy/aims — 117/131 (89%)

The least common feature was practical information for subscribers and advertisers — only 36/131

(27.5%) include this here. (Often this information was to be found elsewhere in the paper, hinting at
increasing specialisation of functions.)

The “apology’ also less prevalent in this group — 37/131.




Short-lived newspaper opening address analysis
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Other findings...

No clear correlation between lifespan and distribution of numbers of features of
the opening address in the analysed set.

The longest-surviving papers in this group (5 years or more) often omitted the
opening editorial altogether.

The largest group — papers in print for less than a year — have every possible
combination of opening editorial features.

S
s —
-

- Despite its status as a generally-anticipated factor in the launch of a newspaper,
neither the content or style, nor indeed the absence of such an address, seems to
have been an appreciable factor in the brief life of these papers.

What this analysis does suggest is that the generic features identified by Heyd
as emblematic of the C18th manifesto have evolved into a more flexible
offering; mirroring the dynamic development of the press itself.




What can a distance-reading methodology reveal about the
motivations for founding newspapers in the nineteenth century?

Advantages and shortcomings of Heyd’s method®log

Using this comparative methodology can bring to light specific, time-limited
aims, in particular with ‘specialised” periodicals

Proved to be a good initial ‘sweep’ to assist with selection of case studies, but -

Comparative distant reading inevitably omits the detailed linguistic and formal
analysis that close reading can provide

Jonathan Senchyne, in his review of Heyd’s monograph, laments that there are
‘moments when literary scholars may want Heyd to provide close readings of
individual texts rather than surveys of large amounts of data, as when he
explores tantalizing snippets of more than fifty newspaper prospectuses in quick
succession.” (Senchyne, 2010, p. 833)




Thank you!




